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My present invention is concerned with a clip which disposes the two ends of the spring in gen-

of the character comunonly employed in -con- erally parallel planes. This offset -portion ex-

junetion with fountain pens, pencils and other tends through the usual slot in a pen cap or the
elongated instruments or instrument cases for like and the inner end of the spring may be
5 holding them securely in the pocket-of the user. locked in the cap by the use of the conventional 44

An object of the invention is to provide a clip hollow ‘plug force-fitted into the cap. The op-

of this character which will assure a firm grip posite end of the spring lies in parallelism -with

upon the fabric which it engages and which will but spaced from the cap or barrel of the instru-

not. lose its resiliency or become permanently ment and its end is preferably tapered so that it

10 distorted even after prolonged periods of use and may conveniently entér a slot in the clip proper g5
even though the clip. is subjected to severe tem- and overlie a2 depressed portion of the clip ad-
porary distortion by sliding it aver abnmmally jacent ‘said slot. The-clip at its top is prefer- -
thick or heavy fabrics. ably shaped to overlie and conceal the project-

Another object is to provide a chp in wmch ing end of-the offset and to prevent relative later-

15 the desired tension.is so. applied by a ‘tempered al miovement of clip and spring. 70
- steel spring that the clip proper need have but The spring and clip: are assembled by a com-~
little inherent resilience. . pound rocking andsliding movement to intro-
Another object is to provide a device of this duce the tapered end of the spring into the slot
character which will entirely obviate the needfor -in the elip. ‘The anchoring end of the spring

o¢ difficult, time consuming or expensive assembly may then be introduced through the slot in the 75
operations for securing the clip and spring to- barrel and locked by the plug. As an incident
gether and specifically to provide a construction of such locking the clipis automatically secured
which avoids the need for using tiny light riveis against "displacement in any- direction except -
for this purpose (which are difficult- to handle) in-a direction to cause fiéxure and tensioning of

o5 and likewise will do away with the necdssity for the spring since with the parts assembled the cap 80
special bending operations-upon either the clip positively blocks the reverse rocking and sliding
or the spring in order to mtellock the two to— _movement necessary to effect disassembly. .
gether. - Engagement with the tapered end of the spring:

Another obkject is to provide a device of ‘this prevents axial movement of the ¢clip in one direc-

30 character in -which spring and clip may be pre-'. tion. That portion of the clip. which overlies 85
assembled by a simple manual opeération.and are  and embraces the offset position of the spring
Tocked in such assembled relationship as-an in- prevents axial movement of the clip in the
cident of anchoring the spring to the instrument, other direction: or swivelling movement of the
this latter operation alsc being preferably’ effect—- clip about the spring end as a center.

35 ed without the use of SCrews, 11vetu or srmlar if desived, the exposed tapered end of the 90
secuting devices. e ’ spring may be enamelled and lies flush with the -

Another object is to provide a spring and clip clip and when so treated simulates a decorative
assemblage which despite the absence ‘of any- inlay.
special securing means are so interlocked with  The invention may be more fully understood

40 respect to each other that the clip is positively from the following description in connection 95
restrained against movement in any direction . with the accompanying drawing wherein:— =
save in a direction to cause flexure and tension- Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a fountain pen
ing of the spring. -~ - cap showing the clip in front elevation,

Anocther object is to so mteuelate ‘the spring Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but taken aft

45 and clip that a portion of the spring contrasting right angles thereto and showmg the clip in edge
in color with the clip is exposed through the lat- view,.
ter; adding to the attractiveness of appearance . Fig. 3isa longitudinal sectional view on the hne
of the device, by simulating a decorative inlay. 3-—-3 of Fig. 1,

Other and more general objects -are to p_rovi’dg Fig. 4 is a réar elevational view of the clip

50 a device of the character noted-which is simple and spring pre-assembled prior to their applica-

and practical in construction, rugged and durable tion to the cap.

in use and weéll suited to meet the requirements of Fig. 5 is an enlarged tr ansverse sectional view

economical manufacture. : "~ on the line 5—5 of Fig. 3,

The spring preferably -consists of a length of = Pig. 6 is an enlarged t1ansverse sect1onal 11 0’

flat tempered steel stock having a cenural offset- detail on the line 6—6 of Fig. 3,
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‘respondingly

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the clip and
spring illustrating the manner in which the
spring is rocked and slid into pre-assembled re-
lationship with the clip, and

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the conven-
tional locking plug which secures the spring in
place. . .

As suggested above the particular type of
writing or other implement with which the clip
is used is largely immaterial to the pregent in-
vention but the clip has been  illustratively
shown as applied to a standard type of cap

-10 for a fountain pen, the barrel of the pen

being illustrated at 11. .

The cap 10 is provided with ‘a circumferential
slot 12 of a length approximately equal to the
width of the tempered spring indicated generally
at 13. This spring includes an anchoring- end
14 and a clip engaging end 15 integrally con-
nected together by an angularly offset portion
186,
tremity 13. ' :

The anchoring end 14 of the spring is intro-
duced through the slot 12 in the cap and the
spring-is rocked on the offset 16 until the end
14 lies against the inner surface of the cap,
in which position it is secured by a standard
force-fitted tubular locking plug 17 having a
flat side 18 to accommodate the spring end 14.

With the spring thus applied the offset portion -

16 thereof projects a- sufficient distance out-
wardly beyond the cap to dispose the clip en-
gaging end 15 of the spring in generally par-
allel spaced relationship to the cap. R

The triangular pointed extremity 13 of the
spring is slightly offset as indicated at 19 from
portion 15 and the clip designated generally at
20 is formed intermediate its ends with a cor-
triangularly’ . shaped :depressed
pocket or recess 21, this pocket at its wider
upper end affording a slot 22 to receive tip. 13
which lies in the. recess flush.with the clip.

The clip is of generally tapering construction
from end to end, its lower -end being formed
as. Is customary, with a plurality of prongs or
ears 23a which are bent in conventional fashion

to afford a hollow ball or knob 23 contacting .

the pen cap. At its upper wider end the clip is
curved over affording a portion 24 which overlies
the projecting part of the spring offset 16.

‘The curved end 24 of the. spring preferably
terminates. in a concavely curved - edge - 24q
which follows the conteur of and lies -snugly
against the exterior of the. cap. Merging into
the curved portion 24 and pendant therefrom
are a pair of ears 25 which extend. below the
offset portion 18 of the spring and conceal
such portion as weil as serve a mechanical
function which will be later explained.

The spring and the clip are shaped and bent
by suitable machinery into the form illustrated
prior to their engagement with each other and
no subsequent shaping or bending of either of
them is necessary. The parts are interengaged
in the manner illustrated in Fig. 7 by inserting
the pointed end 13 of the spring through the
slot 22 in the clip and by 2 compound rocking
and sliding movement advancing the end 15 of
the spring against the inner face of the clip
S0 that the curved clip portion 24 les against
the curved offset portion 16 of the spring. 'The
end 14 of the spring is then introduced through
the slit 12 in the barrel and the locking plug 17
is applied.

Portion 15 may taper somewhat through-
out its length and terminates in a pointed ex-
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With the inner end of the spring thus secured,
the clip is not only locked against disengage-
ment from the spring but against any relative
movement or play with respect thereto.

As best seen in Fig. 3 axial upward movement
of the clip is prevented by the pointed extremity
13 of the spring which engages the lower tapering
walls of the pocket 21 and by the offset 19 of
the spring which engages the lower wall of the
slot 22 of the clip. Axial downward movement
of the clip is prevented by the engagement of
the rounded upper end 24 thereof with the offset
portion 16 of the spring. Any tendency of the
clip to rock or.swivel laterally about the point 13
is prevented not only by the snug engagement
of the clip edge 24a with the pen barrel but is
positively blocked by the ears 25. The cap itself
blocks the reverse relative rocking movement of
the clip and spring which would be necessary
to accomplish their disassembly. -

The spring is made of any suitable tempered
metal and at least the portion thereof which is
exposed through the clip is preferably enamelled
or otherwise colored in conirast with the material
of the clip (the latter if not of precious metal 100
being usually plated to simulate it). 'This tri-
angular exposed end of the spring which lies
flush with the clip body affords an’ effective imi=
tation of an enameiled inlay (typically an iniaid
escutcheon plate). o .

The clip itself may be made of any suitable
material which -is sufficiently- hard to prevent
permanent distortion under light bending stresses,
it being understcod that the spring itseif will
furnish all of the resilience necessary to swing 110
the clip against the pen cap. after the lower end
of the clip has been displaced to accommodate
the edge of a pocket or other fahric between itself
and the cap.

The snug fit of clip edge 24a against the cap
is important because this fit creates the illusion
that the clip actually enters the cap, and gives
the desired expensive appearance while permit-
ting saving of precious metal in the trimming of
the pen.-

It will thus be seen that there is herein de~
scribed a device in which the several features
ot this invention are embodied, and which in its
action attains the various objects of the inven-
tion and is well suited to meet the requirements
of practical use. -

As many changes could be made in the above
construction, and many apparently widely dif-
ferent embodiments of this invention could be
made without departing from the scope thereof,
it is infended that all matiter contained in -the
above description or shown in the accompanying
drawings shall be interprsted as illustrative and
not in a limiting sense. ,

" Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure Letters Fatens
is:—

1. In an attachment for fountain pen caps or
the like, a spring including a portion to lie within
and be concealed by the cap and ke secured by a 140
bushing fitted into the cap, a portion for dis-
position exteriorly of the cap in generally parallel
spaced relationship thereto and a portion con-
necting said first mentioned portions and adapted
to extend through a slot in the cap, a clip so
preassembled with said exposed portion of the
spring that it is automatically secured against
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“disassembly therefrom by abutment with the cap

as an incident of securing said first mentioned

15
portion of the spring to the cap. - 50
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. 2. An attachment as set forth in claim 1 and
wherein the exposed portion. of the spring and
the clip are interlocked in preassembly by a com-
bined rocking and sliding movement and a simi-
lar reverse movement is prevented by the abut-
ment of the clip and cap when the concealed end
of the spring is secured within the cap.

.-8.-A device of the class described, including a

tempered spring of flat stock. having -a pair of

oppositely extending ends disposed in generally

parallel planes,an offset portion integrally con-
necting said ends, one end of said spring being:

adapted to lie within a pen-cap or the like means
for securing said-end in such . position and the
other end of ‘said spring being adapted to lie in
spaced parallel' relationship with:the cap ex-
ternally thereof ‘and a clip inciuding a portion
slotted to engage and interlock with the éxposed
end of the spring, and a portion to embrace and
conceal the projecting part of the offset.

4, A device of the. class described, including a
tempered spring of flat- stock having a pair of
oppositely extending -ends disposed in generally
parallel planes, an offset portion integrally con-

.necting said ends, one end of said spring being

adapted to lie within a pen cap or the like means
for securing said end in such position and the
other end of said spring being adapted to lie.In
spaced paraliel relationship with the cap €ex-
ternally thereof, a clip including a portion slotted
to engage and interlock with the exposed end of
the spring, and a portion to embrace and conceal
the projecting part of the offset.

5. A device of the class described, including a

‘tempered spring of flat: stock having a pair of

oppositely extending ends disposed. in generally
parallel planes, an offset portion integrally con-
necting said ends, one end of said spring being
adapted to lie. within a pen cap or the like means

“for securing said end in such position and the

other end of said spring being adapted to lie in
spaced parallel relationship with the cap ex-
ternally thereof and a clip including a portion
slotted to engage and interlock with the exposed
end of the spring, and a portion to embrace and
conceal the projecting part of the oifset, said clip
having a recessed portion adjacent the siot
therein and the extremity of the spring being
offset from the adjacent portion thereof whereby
erlies part of the clip and is sub-
stantially flush with the body of the latter.

8. A device of the class described, including a
tempered spring of fiat stock having a pair of
oppositely extending ends. disposed in generally

- parallel planes, an offset portion integrally con-

necting said ends, one end of said spring being
adapted to lie within a pen cap or the like means
for securing said end in such. position and the
other end of said spring being adapted to.lie
in spaced paraillel relationship with the cap ex-
ternally thereof and a clip including a portion
slotted to engage and interlock with the exposed
end of the spring, and a portion to embrace and
conceal the projecting part of the offset; said clip
having a recessed portion adjacent the slot there-
in and the extremity of the spring being offset
from the adjacent portion therveof whereby the
spring end overlies part of the clip and is sub-
stantially flush with the body of the laiter, said
spring end being of color contrasting. with the
color of the clip whereby to q1‘nulate an mlal
escuicheon plate.

7. A device of the class described, mcludmg a
tempered spring of flat stock having a bair ot
oppositely extending ends disposed in generally

3

parallel planes, an offset portion mteglally con-

necting ssid ends, one end of said spring being:

adapted to lie within a pen cap or the like means

for securing said end in such position and the-

other end. of said spring being adapted to lie in
spaced  parallel relationship with the cap ex-
ternally thereof and a clip including -& portion
slotted to engage g@nd interlock with the exposed
end of the spring, and a porticn to embrace and
conceal the projecting part of the offset, said ¢clip
having & recessed portion a adjacent the slot there-

in‘of the:same shape as the extremities of the.

spring whereby the exposed spring end lies flush
with the body of the clip, and simulates an inlay.

8. In o device of the character:described the
combination with a cap provided with an open-
ing in its periphery of .a tempered spring rigidly
secured within the cap and having a bent por-
tion extending ‘out through the cap, said bent

portion merging into a second portion extending.

substantially pzu allel to and out of contact with
the periphery of the cap, a pocket clip element

[o2)
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engaged, during preassembly with said second .

portion of the spring and locked against disen-
gagement therefrom by ifs abutment with the
cap as an incident of securing the spung within
the cap.

9. In a device of the chalacter described the
combination with a cap provided with an opening
in its periphery of a tempered spring fixedly se-
cured within the cap and having a bent portion
extending out through the cap, said bent por-
tion merging into a second portion extending sub-

“stantially parallel to and out of contact with the

periphery of the cap, a pocket clip element pre-
assenibled by a sliding interlock with said second
portion of the spring and locked against disen-

gagement therefrom by abutment with the cap-

as an incident of securing the spring within the
cap.

16. In a device of the character described the
combination with a cap provided with an open-
ing in its periphery of a tempered spring fixedly
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secured within the cap and having a bent por- .

tion extending out through the cap, said bent por-

tion merging into a second portion extending-

substantially paraliel to and -out of contact with
the periphery of the cap, a pocket clip element en-
gaged, during preassembly by a rocking and
sliding interlock with said second portion of the
spring and locked against disengagement.there-
from by its abutment with the cap as an incident
of securing the spring within the cap.

11. In a device of the character described, the
combination with a cap provided with an open-
ing in its periphery of a tempered spring rigidly
secured within the cap and having a bent portion
extending ocut through the opening, said bent por-
tion merging into a second portion extending sub-
stantially parallel to and out of contact with
the periphery of the cap, a pocket clip element
engaged by preassembly with said second portion
of the spring and locked against disengagement
therefrom as an incident of securing the spring
within the cap, the clip including a curved upper
end concealing the projecting bent portion of the

spring and abutting the cap.

i2. In a device of the character descrxbnd the
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combination with a cap provided with an open- .

ing in-its periphery of a tempered spring includ- 1

ing an end rigidly secured within the cap and
having a bent portion extending out through the
opening, said bent portion merging into a second
portion extending substantially parallel to and out
of contact with the periphery of the cap, a pockel
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clip element engaged by preassembly with said
second portion of the spring and locked against
disengagement therefrom by abutment with the
cap as an incident of securing the spring within
the cap, the clip Including a curved upper end
concealing  the projecting bent portion of. the
spring, and at its edge following the contour of
the cap which it abuts.

13. In a device of the character described, the
combination with a cap provided with an open-
ing in its periphery of a tempered spring, a bush-
ing fixedly securing a portion secured within the
cap and a bent portion extending out through the
opening, said bent portion merging into a second
portion extending substantially parallel to and
out. of contact with the periphery of .the cap, a
pocket clip element engaged with said second por-

tion of the spring and locked against disengage--

mens therefrom by abutment with the cap as an
incident of securing the spring within the cap,

the clip including a curved upper end concealing

1,926,852

the projecting bent portion of the spring, said
curved: portion including a pair of pendant ears
embracing the bent portion of the spring, and
preventing relative lateral displacement of spring
and clip.

14. In a device of the character described, the
combination with a cap provided with an opening
in its periphery of a tempered spring including a
portion secured within the cap and a bent por-
tion extending out through the opening, said bent
portion merging into a second portion extending
substantially parallel to and out of contact with
the periphery of the cap, a pocket clip element
engaged with said second portion of ‘the spring,
the outer extremity of the spring being of tapered
triangular shape, said clip having a.tapered tri-
angular recess therein with an opening at its
wider side fo receive ‘and accommodate the
tapered spring end. B

BENJAMIN W. HANLE,
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