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WILLIAM P. DE WITT, OF SCHMIRVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO DE WITT-LA

FRANCE COMPANY, OF CAIMIBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, A CORPORATION COF MASSA-

CHUBETTS.
DISPLAY

Avpplication filed June 15,

To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Worram P. De Wrrr,

a citizen of the United States, residing at -

Somerville, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented new
and useful ¥mprovements in Display Cabi-
nets, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to a display cabinet
and has for its object to provide a cabinet
of the character mentioned in which foun-
tain pens, pencils and similar small articles
offeved for sale may be displayed in a con-
spicuous and attractive manner.

Ancther object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel mechanism for simultaneously
locking in their closed positions all the trays
in which the articles are displayed, said

" mechanism embodying therein and utilizing
a drawer provided for the reception of arti-
cles not upon display, said drawer being
located in the base of the cabinet beneath
the display trays.

Sti1]l another chject of the invention is to
arrange the various display trays in such a
manner that a maximum amount of display
surface will be provided within the cabinet,
the arrangement of trays being such that
the space at the vear of and heneath said
trays may also be utilized for the display
of goods, the latter resting unon the upper
surface of the base of the cabinet and being
visible through a transparent end wall of

said cabinet.

The invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts set forth in the
following specification -and particularly
pointed out in the claims thereof.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 represents o front elevation of a
display cabinet embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is an end elevation as viewed from
the left of Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional elevation
taken on the line 2—3 of Fig. 1, and locking
in the divection of the arrows on said line.

Tig. 4 is an enlarged detail view illustrat-
ing a portion of the locking member and its
relationship to one of the trays.

Fig. 5 is a vertical section through the
non-transparent end wall of the casing and
illustrating a portion of a tray and a por-
tion of the locking member upon the end
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wall, said parts being viewed as looking in
the direction of the arrow « in Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of one of the
Y-shaped supporting members.

Like numerals refer to like parts through-
out the several views of the drawings.

In the drawings, 10 represents a base con-
structed in the form of 2 cabinet and pro-
vided with legs 11 and a drawer 12. . Lo-
cated upon the base 10 is a casing 13 -em-
bodying . therein oppositely disposed 'in-
clined plate glass walls 14 and 15, a plate
glass end wall 16, a non-transparent end
wall 17 and 2 plate glass top 18. The end
wall 17 is utilized as a suppoert for a plu-
rality of shallow sliding trays 19 which
project through inclined openings 20 pro-
vided in said end wall and said trays are
located one above the other at the rear of
the transparent walls 14 and 15 and are also
disposed at an angle to said walls in such a
position that the contents thereof are con-
spicuously displayed. Tast to the rear sur-
face of the end wall 17 and projecting rear-
wardly therefrom to a point midway of the
interior of the casing 13 are a plurality of
supporting members 21 illustrated in detail
in Tig. 6. The members 21 are constructed
of sheet metal and are all V-shape in forma-
tion, thereby providing a groove 22, the sur-
face of which aligns with the lower corner
of the openings 20 in the end wall 17. At
one end of the supporting members 21
flanges 23 are bent downwardly therefrom
and said flanges are utilized in securing said
supporting members to said end wall. The
supporting members 21 co-operate with the
end wall 17 in supporting the trays 19 upon
said end wall, and said supporting members
hold said trays from sagging within the
casing 13.

The trays 19 are all locked simultaneously
when closed by mechanism which is con-
trolled by the drawer 12 as follows: Located
upon the inner surface of the end wall 17 is
a V-shaped locking member 27 which is
mounted to slide upon a plurality of guide
pins 28 which project from said wall 17
through slots 29 provided in said locking
member. The lower extremities of the
locking member 27 rest upon cam surfaces
30 provided upon the sides of the drawer 12
and a spring 31, one extremity of which is
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attached to a pin 32 and the other extremity
is attached to a cross bar 33 of ‘the locking

member 27, acts to always pull said locking

member downwardly and hold the lower

~end thereof in contact with said cam sur-

faces. Located in the corner of each tray

19 adjacent to the locking member 27 and

in alignment with the locking member 27

“when said trays are located in their inner-
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most or closed position is a groove. 34, see
Fig. 4, and located in the outer edge of the
locking member 27 adjacent to each tray
19 are notches 85. When the drawer 12 is
located in its innermost or closed position;
the lower extremity of the locking member
is located upon the highest portion of the
cam.surface 30 and the portions of the lock-
ing member adjacent to the notches 35
thereof are located in the grooves 34 of the
trays 19, in which position it is impossible
to pull said trays outwardly and they are,
therefore, locked eclosed. When, however,
the drawer 12 is pulled outwardly, the lock-
ing member influenced by gravity and the
spring 81 drops and slides down an inclined
portion 36 of the cam surface 30 and said
locking member moves from the position
illustrated in full lines in Fig. 4 to the
dotted line position also illustrated in said
Fig. 4, at which time the notches 35 align
with the corner of the trays adjacent thereto
and the locking member is disengaged there-

- from thereby unlocking said trays.-
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~ The trays 19 are preferably provided
with parallel grooves 87 in which the articles
are located and through the medium of
which: they are uniformly spaced. The
grooves 37 and portions of the tray adjacent
thereto are covered with a layer of velvet
38 or other suitable soft fabric for the pur-

“pose of protecting the articles displayed and

also for improving the appearance of the
device. _‘ :

“The portion of the casing 13 heneath and
at the rear of the trays 19 is utilized for

*‘the reception of articles if it is so desired in
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which event said “articles rest upon a top
surface 39 of the bage 10 and said articles

‘are exposed to view through the trans-.

parent end portion 16 of the casing 13.
Access is had to the interior of ‘the casing
18 through a door 40 provided in the end
wall 17, -

- To lock the trays 19, it is necessary to first

push- all of said trays to their innermost

positions, at which time the grooves 34
therein will all be in alignment with the
locking member 27. The drawer 12 is then

pushed inwardly to its innermost position

and during the inward movement thereof
the cam surfaces 30 upon the sides of said
drawer will force the locking member 27
upwardly and into the groove 34 of each of

the trays, thereby simultaneously locking

all of said trays. The drawer 12 may then
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be fastened by a‘lock and key in the usual
well known manner if: it 1§ so . desired.
When it is desired to open any of the trays,
it is necessary to first pull the drawer 12
utwardly a sufficient distance to allow the

come disengaged from the trays after which
one, or all, of the latter may be. opened as
desired. S .

‘- The drawer 12 may be used as a receptacle
for a surplus supply of articles from which
the trays may be replenished and-also forthe

70

‘locking member 27 to drop sufliciently to be-
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reception .ot boxes in which the articles are

generally placed when sold.” .
By arranging the display trays 19.in an

80

inclined position: at the rear of the inclined ™ -

transparent walls 14 and 15 of the casing
18, a much greater amount of display str-
face is provided than is possible in other
cabinets of an equal size, of ‘which I have
acknowledge, and the articles within the

85 -

trays are displayed nearer to the-observer -
and may, therefore, be more closely inspected -

without being removed from the cabinet.
I claim:" : S
1. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall,
a tray slidably mounted within said casing

and entirely supported upon said-end wall’

and means to lock said tray in-its closed po-

sition to said end wall. " S .
2. A display cabinet having, in combina-

tion, a base. a casing mounted upon said

‘base and embodying therein an end wall, a

tray slidably mounted within said casing

90

95

100

and entirely supported upon said end wall,

a locking member mounted upon said end
g pon_

‘wall and means to force said locking mem-
ber into engagement with said tray to lock

the latter in its closed position. A
3. A display cabinet having, in combina--
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said

base and embodying therein an -end wall,.

and a plurality of tiers of oppositely in-
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clined trays slidably mounted in said end -

wall and entirely supported. thereby.:

4. A display cabinet having, in combina- -
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said’

base and embodying therein an end wall and. 15

a plurality of tiers of oppositely inclined =

“trays slidably mounted in said end wall and

supported thereby and means to lock said

trays in their closed positions. .

5. A display cabinet having, in combina-

tion, & base, a casing mounted upon said

base and embodying therein an end wall, a

120 -

plurality of trays located within said casing

and entirely supported upon said end wall,
a locking member slidably mounted upon

said end wall and means to force said lock- -

ing member into engagement with said trays

to simultaneously lock the latter in their

closed positions. -
6. A display cabinet having, in combina-
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tion, 2 base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall, a
plurality of oppositely disposed trays ar-
ranged in tiers and slidably mounted in
said end wall, a locking member slidably
mounted upon said end wall and means to
force said locking member into engagement
with said trays to simultaneously lock the
latter in their closed positions. :

7. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall and
a plurality of tiers of oppositely inclined
trays slidably mounted in said end wall and
supported thereby, said casing also being
provided with a display space at the rear of
and beneath said trays.

8. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein oppositely in-
clined transparent walls and an end wall
and a plurality of trays located within said
casing and supported upon said end wall,
said trays being disposed at an ang'e to the
transparent wall located adjacent thereto.

9. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein oppositely in-
clined transparent walls and an end wall
and a plurality of trays located within said
casing and supported upon said end wall,
said trays being disposed at an angle to the
transparent wall located adjacent thereto
and means to simultaneously lock said trays
to said end wall.

10. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein oppositely in-
clined transparent walls and an end wall
and a plurality of trays located within said
casing and supported upon said end wall,
said trays being disposed at an angle to the
transparent wall located adjacent thereto,
said casing also being provided with a dis-
play space located at the rear of and beneath
said trays. ’

11. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall, a
plurality of trays located within said casing
and entirely supported upon said end wall,
a locking member slidably mounted upon
said end wall and means to force said lock-
ing member into engagement with said trays
to simultaneously lock the latter in their
closed positions and also to remove said
locking member from engagement with said
trays to simultaneously release the latter.

12. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall, a
plurality of trays located within said casing
and entirely supported upon said end wall,
a locking member slidably mounted upon
said end wall, means to position said lock-

3

ing member relatively to said trays and
means. to-force said locking member into
co-operative relation with said frays to si-
multaneously lock the latter in their closed
positions, ‘

13. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall, a
plurality of trays located within said casing
and entirely supported upon said end wall,
a locking member slidably mounted upon
sald end wall, means to position said lock-
ing member relatively to said trays, means
to force said locking member into engage-
ment with said trays to simultanecusly lock
the latter in their closed positions and to
also release said locking member and means
to force said locking member out of engage-
ment with said trays when the former is re-
leased.

14. A display cabinet having, in combina-
tion, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall, a
plurality of supporting members fast to
said wall and projecting inwardly there-
from, trays located within said casing and
slidably mounted upon said supporting
members and end wall and means to simul-
taneously lock said trays in their closed po-
sitions.

15. A display cabinet having, in corabi-
nation, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall, a
plurality of supporting members fast to
said wall and projecting inwardly there-
from, trays located within said casing and
slidably mounted upon said supporting
members and end wall, a locking member
slidably mounted upon said end wall and

.adapted -to interlock with said ftrays and

means slidably mounted: within said hase
to operate sald locking member to simul-
taneously lock said trays in their closed posi-
tions and also to simultaneously unlock the
same.

16. A display cabinet having, in combi-
nation, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base, and embodying therein an end wall,
a plurality of supporting members fast to
gaid wall and projecting inwardly there-
from, trays located within said casing and
slidably mounted upon said supporting
members and end wall, a locking member
slidably mounted upon said end wall and
adapted to interleck with said frays, a
drawer within said base and means upon
said drawer engaging said locking member
to force the Iatter into engagement with
said trays to simultaneously lock said trays
in their closed positions.

17. A display cabinet having, in combi-
nation, a base, a casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein an end wall,
a plurality of supporting members fast to
said wall and projecting inwardly there-
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from, traysr located within said casing and

“slidably - mounted upon said supporting

19

members and end wall, a VY-shaped locking
member _slidably ‘mounted ‘upon- said end
wall and adapted to -interlock with- said
trays, a drawer within said base and cam
surfaces upon said drawer engaging said
locking member to force the latter into en-
oagement with said trays to simultaneously
Tock the latter in their closed positions.
18. A display cabinet having, in: combi-
nation, a base, a casing mounted upon said

~ base and embodying therein an end wall, a

18

plurality of supporting -members fast to

said wall and projecting thereirom, trays

" located  within said casing and slidably
- mounted upon said supporting members and
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end wall, a V-shaped locking member slid-
ably mounted upon said end wall and adapt-
ed to interlock with said: trays, a drawer
within - said" base, -cam surfaces upon said

“drawer engaging sald locking member: to

force the latter into engagement with said

trays to simultaneously lock the latter in °

their closed positions and means to release

sajd trays when said locking member is re-

leased by said cam surfaces.

.- 19.- A "display cabinet having, in combi-
nation, a base, a casing mounted upon said

base and embodying therein a plurality of
transparent walls and a non-transparent end

*wall, a plurality of trays located within said
_casing and supported upon said end wall,

said trays being disposed at an angle to
said transparent walls, a locking member
located upon said end wall and means slid-

~ ably mounted within said base to force said

- 40
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locking member into co-operative engage-

‘ment with said trays to simultaneously lock
‘the latter in their closed positions. - .
920. A -display cabinet having, in combi-

nation, a base, & casing mounted upon said
base and embodying therein a plurality of

transparent walls and a non-transparent end:

wall, a plurality of trays located withinsaid

~casing and supported upon said end wall,

said trays being disposed at an -angle to

1,473,215

said transparent wall, ,a‘rlbcking'member lo-

cated upon said end wall, a-drawer located

within said base and cam surfaces upon said
drawer: engaging said locking :member and

-adapted to force the latter into co-operative

engagement with said trays to simultane-
ously lock the latter in their closed posi-
tions. R T : :

21. A display cabinet having, in.combi-

transparent walls and a non-transparent end
wall, a plurality of trays located within said
casing and supported upon said end wall,

said trays being disposed at an angle to said -
‘transparent wall, .a locking member located
upon said end wall, means to-position and

guide said locking member, a. drawer located
within said base, cam surfaces upon said

- nation, a base, a casing mounted upon said -
“base and embodying. therein a plurality of

60 .

drawer engaging said locking member and -~ ‘
adapted to force the latter into co-operative

‘engagement, with said trays to simulfane-

ously lock the latter in. their closed posi-
tions and means to-release said trays when

70

said locking member is released by said cam .

surfaces. : S

99. A display- cabinet having, in.combi-
nation, a base, a casing mounted upon said
pase and embodying therein oppositely in-

75

clined transparent walls, a transparent end -

wall and a non-transparent end wall, a plu-

‘rality of trays-located within said. casing

and supported upon said non-transparent
end wall, said trays being disposed -at an
angle to the inclined transparent wall adja-
cent thereto, said’ casing also. being pro-
vided with a display space at the rear of
and beneath said trays and visible through

‘said transparent end wall and means to lock

said trays in their closed positions:
. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. , :
A WILLIAM P. DE WITT.
‘Witnesses : S o ‘
_ Frangun- E. Low,
- Karsryn M. Jovce. . -
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Certificate of Correction.

It is herehy certified that fetters Patent Noo 1473215, granted November 6. 1423,
upon the application of Willians . De Witt, of Somerville. Massachusetts. for an
iprovement in ¢ Digplay Cabinets” were erroneously issued to ¢ De Witt-La
France Company, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, a Corporation of Massachusetts,”
as assignee of the entire interest in said invention. whereas said Tetters Patent
should have been issued to the inventor, said Wéllisw L. De Witt, as sole owner of
caid invention; and that the wid Letters Patent shonld be read with this corree-
tion thercin that the same may conform to the record of the case in the Patent
Office. _

Signed and sealed this 16th day of June, AL Doo1o2s

[sEaL.] KARL FENNING,

Acting (lommissioner of Patents.



