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A very general ease-of failiire to write in foun-
tain pens with sufficient ink supply, is a sedi-
mentary ‘deposit “of driedink“bétween the -pen
nibs.

-of. theé nibs:is not obtainable. By writing pressure,
If .a.piece of hard material. having.a.-sharp
edge be inserted between the pen nibs, it will

spread the nibs and- disledge:or-push out any
sedimentary deposits in:themib slit so ink-can-

flow into the very. thin:space between the nibs
to the writing point. It happens occasionally
that paper fibers become lodged in the nib slit
and blur or completely obstruct the ink flow.

It is therefore the object of this invention to
provide means for spreading the pen nibs to
easily and quickly remove any obstructing mat-
ter that may collect in said nib slit. The inven-
tion is illustrated in the attached drawing where-
in,

Pigure 1 is a partial enlarged view of a pen
having my invention incorporated therein;

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 but turned
180°;

PFigure 3 is a sectional view on an enlarged
scale showing a side view of my improvement;

Figure 4 is g view like Figure 3 but with the
pen having just passed through a cleaning move-
ment;

PFigure 5 is a view on the line 5—5 of Figure 3;

Pigure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 but with
the improvement piece in position to clear any
obstruction from the nib slit;

Figure 7 is a plan view on an enlarged scale
of another form of the invention;

Figure 8 is a longitudinal view of Figure 7
partly in section and partly in elevation;

Figure 9 is a view similar to Figure 7 but show-
ing the parts in a different clearing position;

Figure 10 is a section on the line 10—{0 of
Figure 7;

Figure 11 is a section on the line {i—I{ of
Figure 7;

Figure 12 is a perspective view of the endq of
the slide toward the pen point nibs of Figure 8;

Figure 13 is a perspective view of the nib end
of the pen point shown in Figure 8.

The arrows in Figures 4, 5, 6, % and 8 merely
show the direction of movement of the parts.

In the various views { is the hood of a pen
in which the sleeve or shank 2 of a pen per se
is located around a tube 3 that may be an ink
feed tube. The pen has nibs 4 and 5 having the
usual slit 8.

Referring to the form shown in Figures 1-6,

Particularly, with:pen points:of relatively .
stiff. material or so hooded.that wide spreading-
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there-isifastened to the sleeve 2 of'the-pen per:se,
a-piece of hard ntaterial ¥ which can be made of
a-piece of wire or strip-material-soldered-or-spot
welded :‘fo- the -pen-sleeve: 2. I ‘preferto-make

~the-piece -1 out of “hard - ‘nen-corrosive ~metal.

The-piece-T has a sharp edge § which is lecated
in+ alignment -with - the ~nib- slif** but  normally
spaced ‘closely:therefrom-directly above-the slit
§-so that' when the pen-isifurned 180° from:nor-

‘mal - 'writing position-as illustrated in Figure-4

and the-protrudihg end-of: thé piece T is plaeed
against:a relatively solid-surfsce (0 and the pen
drawnalong said - surface -with'® pressure applied
to the piece 7 the sharp edge 8 will be forced
into the nib slit 6 as shown in Figure 6 and the
obstructing matter will be pushed out as shown
at 9 on the surface 18. The piece 7 is preferably
made with a curved bend 11 therein which adds
resilience to the piece, so when the pen is with~
drawn from cleaning position as shown in Fig-
ure 4, the piece T will return to normal position
as shown in Figure 3. In addition the bend 11
is preferably located opposite the ink feed open-~
ing 12 in the tube 3 and shank 2.

In the form shown in Figures 7-13, the shank
2 of the pen has two spaced parts 13 and 14
formed outwardly so as to form interior chan-
nels within which is located a slidable piece 15
on the end of which is carried a nib separator
I8 having a relatively sharp edge 7 that is in
alignment with the slit 6. Preferably the hole
I8 in the pen has its interior forward rim made
with surfaces tapering toward the slit 6 so the
edge |7 will readily find its way into the slit 6
on operating the slide 15 which is done by ap-
plying a pull to the projection 19. This may be
done if the projection 19 is partly hidden within
the end of the hocd, by inserting a piece of wire
having its end bent so as to engage the projec-
tion 19 to pull the slide 15 out to the position
shown in Figure 9.

A stop 28 is provided on the inner end of the
slide 15 which will engage the guide projection
13 as shown in Figure 9 thereby preventing the
slide from being pulled out of position on the
pen. The slide can be returned by pushing it
back with a finger of the user. However, it is
to be understood that the pen and hood can be
constructed so the projection 19 may be engaged
by an operator’s finger for pulling out the slide
or the slide 15 can be extended out beyond the
location of the separator 16 so the projection
19 can be readily engaged by the finger of a user,
such extension would then be spaced from the
nibs as is the piece 7 in Figure 3.
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From what has been said, it is seen that the
details may be varied to accomplish a very use-
ful purpose and that the result can be quickly
and easily attained.

Having thus described my invention, I elaim:
; 1. A writing pen having a pen point with the

usual nibs, a spreader for the nibs comprising &
metal strip fastened to the shank of the pen point
having a slit between its nibs, said strip extend-
ing over the top side of the pen nibs but spaced
g very small distance therefrom, said strip having
a sharp edge next to and in alignment with the
slit between the nibs whereby when the pen is
held in the reverse of writing position and pres-
sure is applied to said strip by drawing the pen
along with the strip in pressure engagement with
a hard surface, said sharp edge will be forced into
the slit in the nibs and will push out any obstruct-
ing matter therein. :

2. A writing pen having a pen point with the
usual nibs, a spreader for the nibs comprising a
piece of hard material, preferably non-corrosive,
fastened to the shank of the pen point having
a hole therein and g slit between its nibs and up
to the hole, the spreader extending over the top
side of the pen nibs but normally spaced close to
them, said piece having a sharp edge next to and
in alignment with the slit between the nibs so
when the pen is operated to put a drawing pres=~

sure on said piece its sharp edge will pass into -

the nib slit and push out any obstructing matter
therein as the pen is drawn along on a hard sur-
face to put a drawing pressure on said piece.
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3. A writing pen having a pen point with the
usual nibs, a spreader for the nibs comprising a
piece of hard non-corrosive metal strip securely
fastened to the shank of the pen point having
a slit between its nibs, said strip extending over
the top side of the pen nibs but normally spaced
a very small distance therefrom, said strip hav-
ing a sharp edge next to and in alignment with
the slit between the nibs whereby when the pen
is held in the reverse of writing position and pres-
sure is applied to said strip by drawing the pen
along with the strip in engagement with a hard
surface, said sharp edge will be forced into the
slit in the nibs and will push out any obstructing
matter therein.

4, A writing pen having a pen point with the
usual nibs, a spreader for the nibs as set forth in
claim 2 further defined in that the piece has a
curved bend in it over said hole as and for the
purpose described. '

BENJAMIN F. MIESSNER.
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